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In  honor of  the  20th anniversary  of  the  Career  Program, i t  i s  with

great  pr ide  that  we present  the  s tor ies  of  these  young people  to  you.

These  s tor ies  not  only  h ighl ight  the  success  of  our  a lumni ,  but  a l so

underscore  the  success  of  the  organizat ion.

Sponsors  for  Educat ional  Opportuni ty  (SEO) was founded in  1963 

as  one of  New York City ’s  f i r s t  mentor ing programs for  h igh school

s tudents .   Over  the  past  four  decades ,  the  organizat ion has  grown 

to of fer  a  wide range of  programs for  young people  of  color  in  

educat ion,  career  deve lopment ,  mentor ing,  f inancia l  l i teracy,  

phi lanthropy,  and other  areas .   In  1980,  SEO created i t s  Career

Program to introduce young people  of  color  to  careers  in  investment

banking.   There  are  now over  2500 a lumni  of  the  Career  Program,

which has  expanded to  inc lude f ie lds  such as  management  consul t ing,

corporate  law,  account ing,  asset  management ,  informat ion technology,

media ,  and phi lanthropy.   

SEO bel ieves  that  mentor ing,  t ra in ing and support  can he lp  more young people  achieve  success .   

Our a lumni  come from var ied backgrounds,  hometowns and col leges ,  but  there  i s  one common thread –– they a l l

exhibi t  a  commitment  to  g iv ing back to  the ir  communit ies .   The SEO alumni  featured within th is  book cont inue 

to  re inforce  th is  message  in  the ir  everyday l ives .   I  t rust  you wi l l  be  as  inspired as  I  am.

Sincere ly,

Michael  Osheowitz

SEO Founder  and Chairman Emeri tus
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The SEO Career  Program premiered in  1980 with 11

student  interns  and a  handful  of  p ioneer ing sponsor  f i rms.

Salomon Brothers  was  handl ing the  unprecedented i ssuance of

government-backed bonds on behal f  of  the  a lmost  bankrupt

Chrys ler  Corporat ion,  and Howard W. Hawkins  I I I  fe l t  he  was  

“in the  center  of  the  universe .”

“SEO just  broadens  your  exposure  to  the  world.”

A graduate  of  Wesleyan Univers i ty  and Columbia Univers i ty

School  of  Bus iness ,  he  jo ined Credi t  Suisse  F irs t  Boston in  1985

in inst i tut ional  munic ipal  bond sa les .  Howard i s  now Managing

Director  of  Inst i tut ional  Sa les  at  MassMutual  F inancia l  Group.

“Genius ,”  says  Howard of  SEO’s  expans ion worldwide.  “This  

i s  a  g lobal  economy now and you need the  best  f rom al l  

over  the  world.”

howard hawkins 
1980SEO just broadens your exposure to the world.



Donna S ims Wilson worked as  an intern at  Sa lomon Brothers .

“As soon as  I  walked onto the  t rading f loor,  I  knew that  th is

i s  what  I  wanted to  do,” says  Donna.  After  graduat ing from

Yale ,  Donna worked in  the  Corporate  F inance  Department  at

Lehman Brothers .  Today,  she  i s  a  Managing Director  and one

of  four  partners  at  Loop Capita l  Markets .

“SEO gave me a  s tart  on the  long journey that  I ’m s t i l l  

t rave l ing,” says  Donna.  She was former ly  the  Chair  of  the

Sub-Saharan Afr ica  Advisory Committee  to  the  Export / Import

Bank of  the  United States .  Donna cont inues  the  SEO tradi t ion

of  g iv ing back to  the  community  by us ing her  exper ience  f rom

Wall  Street  to  deve lop capi ta l  markets  and transact ions

in  Afr ica .

donna sims wilson
1981

SEO gave me a start on the long journey that I’m still traveling.



David Bowen interned at  Credi t  Suisse  F irs t  Boston in  the  summer of

1982.  After  graduat ing from Wil l iams Col lege ,  he  jo ined Goldman

Sachs .  From there ,  h is  career  led him to pos i t ions  in  investment  

banking and asset  management  in  New York and London.  In  January

2000,  David,  a long with three  former col leagues  f rom Goldman Sachs

inc luding two other  SEO alumni ,  formed Ascend Venture  Group,  a  

venture  capi ta l  fund that  works  with minor i ty  and women 

entrepreneur ia l  networks  to  ident i fy  investment  opportuni t ies .

“The SEO alumni  body i s  large  and growing,  represent ing a  s igni f icant

inf luence  in  the  world of  f inance ,” says  the  Stanford Univers i ty

Bus iness  School  graduate .  “When I  look back at  my SEO c lass  of  

‘82,  they are  the  leading people  on Wal l  Street  today.”

david bowen
1982

When I look back at my SEO class of ‘82, they are the leading people on Wall Street today.



Born in  Ecuador,  Diego Recalde  came to the  United States  in

1982 to at tend Wesleyan Univers i ty.  He spent  the  summer as

an intern at  Kidder,  Peabody.  “The SEO Career  Program

changed my l i fe ,”  says  Diego.  At  the  onset  of  the  summer

Diego did not  know anything about  the  f inancia l  world.  By

August  he  knew this  was  the  career  d irect ion he  wanted.

Upon graduat ing from Wesleyan,  Diego went  back to  

Kidder,  Peabody.  He a lso s tudied e lectr ica l  engineer ing at

Columbia Univers i ty.  Today,  Diego i s  CEO of  Concrete

Stor ies ,  an onl ine  commercia l  rea l  es tate  brokerage f i rm.

He recognizes  the  important  role  of  the  a lumni  network.

“SEO alumni  can provide  capi ta l ,  mentorship and expert i se .”

1983 The SEO Career Program changed my life.

diego recalde



“SEO introduced me to the  world of  f inance ,” says  Stephen

Perry.  He began his  career  with an internship as  a  col lege

sophomore at  Kidder,  Peabody in  1983.  Two years  la ter,  the

Harvard graduate  was  hired fu l l - t ime.

He graduated from Stanford Bus iness  School  in  1989 and 

in  1992 teamed with the  deve lopers  of  Sun Terra ,  a  g lobal

t ime-share  resort .  The enterpr ise  grew to $800 mi l l ion in  f ive

years .  S teve  le f t  in  1994 and i s  now a partner  at  Kirkland

Investors  LLC.  “Looking to  the  future  of  SEO,” he  says ,  “I  am

dedicated to  s trengthening the  network in  many ways .”

 stephen perry
1983
SEO introduced me to the world of finance.



“If  i t  were  not  for  SEO, I  would not  be  

near ly  as  success fu l  profess ional ly.”

During the  summer of  1984,  Char les

Shorter  worked as  an intern in  

investment  banking.  He was surrounded

by the  smartes t  and most  ta lented people

he has  ever  met .  He v iews SEO as  a

unique opportuni ty.

A graduate  of  Pr inceton Univers i ty  and

Stanford Univers i ty  Bus iness  School ,

Chuck worked in  management  consul t ing

before  becoming Vice  Pres ident ,  General

Manager  at  Universa l  Music ,  Global  e .

Chuck credi ts  SEO with inst i l l ing  many

values  that  he  carr ieswith him today.  He

remains  involved with SEO and i s  

working with a  fe l low SEO alumnus to

develop a  media  and enterta inment

internship in  the  Career  Program.

charles shorter
1984

If it were not for SEO, I would not be nearly as successful professionally.



Growing up in  Bal t imore ,  Randolph Sesson knew

l i t t le  about  Wal l  Street  before  enter ing Yale .  He

began his  career  in  the  SEO Class  of  1984 with a

pos i t ion at  Brooks Harvey & Co.  Randy notes  that

“SEO was the  opportuni ty  to  see  and exper ience  a

world that  was  complete ly  fore ign.”

I t  turned out  to  be  even more “fore ign” than he

thought  when,  af ter  severa l  years  in  New York,  he

re located to  Goldman Sachs  in  Hong Kong and

London.  He i s  now a Managing Director.  Even

working abroad,  Randy cont inues  to  focus  on the

lessons  learned through SEO in New York.  “I t  i s

about  connect ing with people .  I t ’s  my obl igat ion 

to  g ive  of  my t ime and ski l l s  to  ass i s t  others  in  

the  way they ass i s ted me.”

randolph sesson
1984

SEO was the opportunity to see and experience a world that was completely foreign.



Lofton Holder  spent  the  summer of  1985 as  an intern at  Credi t  Suisse

Firs t  Boston.  He returned to  the  f i rm for  a  two-year  analyst  program in

publ ic  f inance  af ter  graduat ing in  1986 from Columbia Univers i ty.  

Lofton later  earned an MBA from the  Yale  School  of  Management  and

joined J .P.  Morgan Chase  in  1993,  where  he  i s  current ly  a  Vice  Pres ident .

“Part icular  access ,”  says  Lofton,  has  been granted him through the  

informal  network cul t ivated by the  SEO alumni  body.  “I t  has  fac i l i tated

for  me a  cer ta in  knowledge and support  I  have leveraged throughout  

my career.”  He f inds  that  “SEO fosters  a  fami ly  environment .  There  i s

cer ta in ly  an emot ional  impact  f rom the  opportuni ty  i t  has  af forded me

and a  host  of  others .”

 lofton holder 
1985 SEO fosters a family environment.



“Once you become 

an SEO intern,  you 

have the  chance of  a

l i fe t ime,” says  Glen

Capelo.  After  spending

the summer as  an intern

at  Sa lomon Brothers ,  he

accepted a  fu l l - t ime

posi t ion with the  f i rm.

Today Glen,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Univers i ty,  i s  a  Managing Director  in

Government  Trading at  Sa lomon Smith Barney.

Glen acknowledges  the  impact  of  SEO’s  support  dur ing his  f i r s t  two

years  on Wal l  Street .  Working with a  mentor  who,  as  he  says ,  had 

“been there ,  done that ,  and succeeded,” gave him a bluepr int  to  guide

his  profess ional  deve lopment .

“SEO is  not  only  the  most  important  internship on Wal l  Street ,  

i t  prepares  you more than anything for  the  future .”

glen capelo
1986

Once you become an SEO intern, you have the chance of a lifetime.



Born and ra ised in  Kingston,  Jamaica,

Beatr ice  S ibbl ies  s tudied economics

and pol i t ica l  sc ience  at  Yale  and

worked as  an intern at  Goldman Sachs

in  the  summer of  1988.  For  Beatr ice ,

the  summer at  Goldman Sachs  was one

of  t rans i t ion.  “I  was  the  f i rs t  person

in my fami ly  to  pursue a  career  in

f inance ,  and SEO played a  p ivota l  

ro le  in  my l i fe .”

Today,  Beatr ice  i s  Vice  Pres ident  of

Lat in  American Structured Finance at

J .P.  Morgan Chase .  She remains

involved with SEO as  one of  the  

co- leaders  of  the  Wal l  Street

Roundtable  ser ies .  Beatr ice  says ,  “We

have only  begun to see  the  power of

the  SEO Alumni  Network.”

beatrice sibblies 1988
We have only begun to see the power of the SEO Alumni Network.



Salaam Coleman’s  f i r s t  exposure  to  the  bus iness

world was as  an intern in  investment  banking at

Goldman Sachs  in  the  summer of  1989.  After  

graduat ing from Stanford Univers i ty,  Sa laam went

on to  work in  management  consul t ing.  Today,  she

has  success ful ly  appl ied the  ski l l s  deve loped in  her

ear ly  career  to  a  very  d i f ferent  profess ional  

environment  as  Vice  Pres ident  of  Programming 

for  Nickelodeon/Nick at  Nite .

“Li f t ing as  we c l imb,” i s  the  phrase  Salaam uses  

to  descr ibe  SEO. “The opportuni ty  to  work at

Goldman Sachs  as  a  19 year-old in  the  Career

Program undoubtedly  impacted my l i fe .  Doors  

were  opened for  me.  SEO gave me a  s trong 

compet i t ive  advantage,” she  adds .

 Salaam coleman
1989

SEO gave me a strong competitive advantage.



After  graduat ing from Cornel l  in  1991,

Edward Tam accepted a  pos i t ion with

Donaldson,  Lufkin & Jenret te .  The

exper ience  was  “so great” that  he  s tayed

on ful l - t ime with the  f i rm before  

returning to  Cornel l  to  complete  h is

MBA. When the  company was acquired

by Credi t  Suisse  F irs t  Boston in  2000

he became a  Vice  Pres ident  in  the

Pr ivate  Equity  Group.

Over  the  years ,  Edward has  mentored

and recrui ted severa l  ta lented SEO 

students  at  the  f i rm.  He f inds  that

at  Credi t  Suisse  F irs t  Boston,  

the  af f i l ia t ion with the  SEO alumni  

network i s  an important  asset .  

“Without  SEO, I  probably  would 

not  be  on Wal l  Street  today.”

 edward tam
1991

Without SEO, I probably would not be on Wall Street today.



“There  i s  no te l l ing where  I

would be  i f  I  hadn’t  jumped the

No.  6  t ra in  and hand-del ivered

my appl icat ion on the  due date ,”

says  Roberto Hamil ton.  In  the

summer of  1991,  Roberto

secured an internship in  the

Equit ies  Department  at  Merr i l l

Lynch.  After  graduat ing from

NYU, he  entered the  f i rm as  an

analyst ,  became Vice  Pres ident

in  1998,  and was promoted to

Director  in  Convert ib le  Bond

Trading in  2000.

“The access  SEO has  provided

me can not  be  repaid.”

About  SEO’s  focus  on he lping

others ,  he  adds ,  “There  i s  rea l

benef i t  in  taking t ime out  to

help others .“

 roberto hamilton
1991

The access SEO has provided me can not be repaid.



Ramsey Rycraw worked as  an intern at  Goldman Sachs  

in  the  summer of  1992.  Today,  he  i s  a  Senior  Consul tant  in  

the  Venture  Capita l  Group at  Deloi t te  Consul t ing.

“SEO opens  doors  for  you not  only  in  investment  

banking,  but  in  a  whole  range of  other  careers ,”  says

Ramsey.  A graduate  of  Georgetown Univers i ty,  he  fee l s  h is

SEO exper ience  was a  s igni f icant  asset  when apply ing to

bus iness  school .  He graduated from Wharton in  1999.

Like  others ,  he  f inds  that  SEO’s  focus  on g iv ing back to  the

community  s tays  with you.  Ramsey mentors  severa l  h igh

school  s tudents  and v is i t s  New York City  publ ic  schools  to

ta lk  about  career  opt ions .  He says  the  potent ia l  for  even

greater  success  at  SEO is  “ l imit less .”

ramsey rycraw
1992

SEO opens doors for you not only in investment banking, 
but in a whole range of other careers.



When Amy El l i s -S imon f i rs t  walked onto Merr i l l  Lynch’s  t rading f loor  in

the  summer of  1993,  she  instant ly  fe l t  that  she  be longed in  th is  fas t -paced,

dynamic  environment .  A graduate  of  Univers i ty  of  Michigan,  today 

Amy is  the  Director  of  Convert ib le  Secur i t ies  at  Merr i l l  Lynch.

“SEO provides  Merr i l l  Lynch not  only  with the  most  ta lented minor i ty  

s tudents ,  but  with the  most  ta lented s tudents  of  a l l ,”  Amy says .

Amy cont inues  the  SEO tradi t ion of  g iv ing back to  her  community.  

In  1998,  she  jo ined with her  two s i s ters  and her  parents  to  create  the  

Three  S is ters  Scholarship Foundat ion,  which provides  col lege  

scholarships  to  minor i ty  s tudents .

Of  her  ongoing re lat ionship with SEO, Amy says ,  “There  i s  no other  

community  l ike  th is  on Wal l  Street .”

 amy ellis-simon 1993
There is no other community like this on Wall Street.



“SEO helped me rea l ize  that  I  be long on Wal l

Street  just  as  anyone e l se ,  that  I  am capable

and can be  success fu l ,”  says  Keisha Mart in ,  a

Vice  Pres ident  in  Debt  Markets  at  Merr i l l

Lynch.  Keisha interned with Credi t  Suisse

Firs t  Boston in  1994.  After  graduat ing from

Spelman Col lege ,  she  jo ined Merr i l l  Lynch in

1995.  “The mult ip le  job of fers  that  come

with complet ing the  SEO internship g ive  you

the opportuni ty  to  dec ide  in  which cul ture

you can thr ive .”

“The fact  that  SEO is  becoming g lobal

i s  exc i t ing.” Keisha was instrumental  in

secur ing Merr i l l  Lynch as  a  sponsor ing f i rm

for  SEO London whi le  working in  the  f i rm’s

London off ice .

keisha martin
1994

The fact that SEO is becoming global is exciting.



Elwood Hi l l ,  a  graduate  of  North Carol ina Agr icul tura l

and Technical  State  Univers i ty  in  1997,  interned with Smith

Barney in  the  summer of  1996.  One of  the  f i r s t  Career

Program interns  f rom his  a lma mater,  he  was  instrumental

in  widening the  door  for  other  s tudents  f rom the  

his tor ica l ly  b lack col lege .

He i s  now an Associate  with the  Morgan Stanley  Technology

Group.  “I  rea l ized I  had a  lot  of  chances  and he lp from

SEO. I  wanted to  take that  energy and he lp others .”  He

accompl ishes  th is  goal  in  part  as  a  mentor  to  a  h igh school

senior  in  the  SEO Col lege  Preparat ion Program. “I f  he  sees

me g iv ing back,  I  hope he ’ l l  g ive  back too.”

1996
I realized I had a lot of chances and help from SEO.

elwood hill



Solar ia  Perez ,  a  graduate  of  Brown Univers i ty,

interned in  investment  banking at  Chase  in  the

summer of  1998.  Today,  Solar ia  i s  an Analyst

at  J .P.  Morgan Chase .

“SEO was pret ty  intense .  I f  you could 

get  through that ,  you could get  through

anything,” says  Solar ia .  During her  f i r s t  fu l l

year  on Wal l  Street ,  she  made good use  of  the

disc ip l ine ,  s tamina and conf idence  acquired

during her  SEO summer.  She works  with

interns  at  J .P.  Morgan Chase ,  serv ing as  a  

mentor.  Of  the  future  of  SEO, Solar ia  says ,

“The organizat ion wi l l  cont inue to  be  more

inf luent ia l  on Wal l  Street  as  our  a lumni

become older  and more es tabl i shed

in the ir  careers .”

solaria perez
1998

SEO was pretty intense. If you could get through that, you could get through anything.



A f i rs t  generat ion Asian American who cal l s  Houston home,

Vicky Tsai  found that  SEO’s  extens ive  network of  sponsor

f i rms surpassed the  s ingle- f i rm focus  of  many other  internship

programs.  Without  th is  aspect  of  the  Career  Program, Vicky

fee ls  she  may have missed out  on her  dream offer  at  Merr i l l

Lynch.  The Wel les ley  Col lege  graduate  says  her  internship at

Deutsche Bank in  the  summer of  1999 was a  “huge grooming

exper ience ,”  which cont inues  to  guide  her  profess ional  l i fe .

She sums i t  a l l  up th is  way,  “I  came away with an amazing

support  network of  mentors  f rom SEO and e lsewhere ,  as  wel l

as  many l i fe long fr iends .  I ’ve  found my niche and could not

be happier.”

vicky tsai
1999 I came away with an 

amazing support network of mentors from SEO.



For as  long as  she  can remember,  Janel le  Ni les  wanted to  be  a

lawyer.  During her  senior  year  at  Hampton Univers i ty,  she  was

accepted into the  SEO Corporate  Law Program for  a  summer 

pos i t ion at  P iper  Marbury Rudnick & Wolfe .  Today,  Janel le  i s  in  

her  f i r s t  year  at  NYU School  of  Law.

Janel le  says  her  SEO mentors  have he lped make the  adjustment  

to  law school  eas ier.  Janel le  wi l l  part ic ipate  in  the  SEO Law 

Program again th is  year,  working with a  Magis trate  Judge in  

Federal  Court .  She plans  to  take that  exper ience  to  a  career  

in  fami ly  law.

janelle niles
2000

SEO mentors have helped make the adjustment to law school easier.



dear
friends

I  hope that  you enjoyed reading th is  book and 

learning about  the  incredible  legacy that  our  a lumni

have created over  20 years .  As  a  member  of  one of

the  ear ly  c lasses  in  the  SEO Career  Program, 

I  cont inue to  be  amazed by the  success  that  we

achieve .  Yet ,  even now I  know that  there  i s  s t i l l  so

much more ahead for  a l l  of  us ,  as  SEO charts  a

course  into the  future .   As  SEO stretches  f rom New

York to  San Frans isco,  London,  and Hong Kong,  i t

a l so  touches  Harlem,  South Centra l  LA,  and a l l  the

other  p laces  where  our  a lumni  l ive  and work to  bui ld

the ir  communit ies .  We cont inue to  be  grateful  for  the

support  of  our  a lumni  and fr iends  and look 

forward to  another  20 years  of  fu l f i l l ing  our  v is ion

to prepare  young people  of  color  to  lead by example

in  the ir  fami l ies ,  communit ies  and careers .

Best  regards ,

Walter  K.  Booker,  Sr.

Chairman of  the  Board of  Directors
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our a lumni  for  shar ing the ir  s tor ies  and ins ights  with us ,  and

for  making th is  book a  t rue  tes tament  to  the  legacy of  SEO.

We would a lso l ike  to  acknowledge the  fo l lowing people :
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For more informat ion about  

Sponsors  for  Educat ional  Opportuni ty  (SEO) 

Please  contact  us  at

23 Gramercy Park South

New York,  NY

10003

www.seo-ny.org

212-979-2040
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